Reading Guide

Emergence of Russia:  History before 1598

Due:  Wednesday, January 28

The purpose of this assignment is to help you focus on the most important concepts from the reading (p. 10-22).  Therefore, this is an individual assignment and you MAY NOT share any part of any answer with another student.    

Please identify the following:

1) Moscow

2) Slav

3) Tsar/czar

4) Kiev

5) Dnieper River

6) Volga River

7) Tatars

8) Vladimir

9) Orthodoxy

10) Roman Catholicism

11) Mongols

12) Ivan III

13) Novgorod

14) St. George’s Day Law

15) Vasily

16) Ivan IV

17) Yermak Timofeyevich

18) “Grozny”
Please answer the following in complete sentences:

1. Describe the type and scope of trade in Kievian Russia (what did they trade and with whom?)

2. Describe peasant live in Kievan Russia.  Please be specific.

3. According to Sigismund von Herberstein, what was the life of Russian women like in the 1500s?

4. What are some of the differences between Orthodox Christianity and Roman Catholic Christianity?  

5. How did Vladimir’s choice of Orthodox Christianity affect Russia’s political relationships?

6. Who were the Mongols and what did they do in Russia?

7. How did Moscow become powerful during the Mongol occupation?

8. According to the Domostroy, how were children raised in Russia during the 1500s?

9. What type of government did the city of Novgorod have and what did Ivan III do to the city?
10. What was the effect of the St. Georges’ Day law?

11. Why was Ivan III called Ivan the Great?

12. Describe Ivan IV’s childhood.

13. What did Yermak Timofeyevich do?  Why is this important in Russian history?

14. Why did many Russian peasants admire Ivan IV?  

15. What began in 1581 that eventually caused much of Russia’s population to change from peasants (free agricultural workers who can own land) to serfs (agricultural workers who are bound to the land/slaves).   

